ROTARY CLUB OF LEIGHTON LINSLADE – FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT 
FOR BUSINESS MEETING ON MONDAY 2ND JUNE 2025

1. The Club Account continues to show a healthy balance as Gary will explain and deal with any queries which may arise.
2. The Charity Account now has a much-enhanced balance with disposable funds of just under £20k mainly as a result of the very successful May Day Fayre which added approx, £15,350 as Mike R will explain. In addition, the Yes We Can Account continues to show reassuring figures which Mike will cover in his report.
3. As members will remember I lodged all of the documents to support an application to the Charity Commission to change the status of our Trust Fund to a CIO. They refused to accept an application by post or email and insist on this being made online. In the circumstances I have been through the template and word processed all of the amendments which are required and that document along with a copy of the Special Resolutions passed by the club and the Trustee Eligibility Declaration have now been submitted online and my grateful thanks for all of his efforts to achieve this are dure to Mike R. As soon as we receive a response from the Charity Commission the club will be advised.
4. As a result of the generosity of Tesco in providing cans of drink for sale at the May Day Fayre we have a surplus which we were unable to sell on the day. Some of these can be used on the Kids Day Out and some will be available for YWC participants but if anyone is organising an event where they can use these please let me know as the will be out of code by the next MDF.
5. As the club knows Peter B. and his team are heavily involved in raising funds for the Child Rescue Nepal project. Tom is due to make a visit to see for himself the work which is being done and a commitment from our club to donate to the cause would certainly facilitate fund raising going forward. In the circumstances the committee propose that we earmark the sum of £5k from the Charity Account. An application for a Global Grant is also being made.
6. As members will know Friends Within support the club at Christmas and at other times too, they are planning two camping weekend. One of those weekends will be at the end of June and the other later in the summer. There will be numerous activities organised during the weekends and the cost of each trip for participants and volunteers will be £1,750.  Part of the cost will be covered by funds raised by the group at the MDF and those attending will make a contribution. The committee feel that it would be appropriate for the club to show its support and propose that we donate the sum of £500.
7. At the MDF we received valuable support from both the Naval Cadets and the Royal British Legion Band. Neither organisation asked for any payment, but the committee feel that it would be appropriate for us to show our appreciation and propose that we donate £50 to the Naval Cadets and £250.00 to the Royal British Legion Band.
8. As members know Frazer currently has major health issues and some members expressed a desire to show support, some wanted to give blood, but others were unable to do so for various reasons. Initially Frazer suggested that the club might like to donate to Blood Cancer UK. Investigation revealed that this particular charity has very substantial reserves and income and that any donation which the club might make would be insignificant. Coincidentally we have recently been approached by the Leighton Linslade Cancer Support Group who state that they are desperately in need of funds. I have been liaising with Frazer who readily accepts that support of Blood Cancer UK is not warranted but would be very happy to see us support the local charity. I have been in touch with the local support group and obtained detailed information from them. The committee will consider a possible donation to the group at it's next meeting and we will report back to the club after that with a recommendation.
9. As reported at the last business meeting the club’s donation of £300.00 per month to the “Helpers” Foodbank is due for review before too long. A meeting has been arranged between four members of the committee and representatives of the foodbank on 8th July in order that we can discuss their needs and make a recommendation to the club going forward.
10. Due to the commitments of various members of the committee it has not been possible to arrange the next committee meeting until Thursday 3rd July at a venue yet to be organised.

Proposals where the approval of the club is sought (all relating to the Charity Account) are as follows.
1. Make a reserve of £5,000 in respect of funding which will be used to support Child Rescue Nepal
2. Donate the sum of £500 Friends Within to assist with their summer camps
3. Donate the sum of £50 to the Naval Cadets in recognition of their assistance at the May Day Fayre
4. 4. Donate the sum of £250 to the Royal British Legion Band in recognition of their assistance at the May Day Fayre





