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Youth, Community & International Committee
Minutes 
23 October, 7.30 pm 
At Henry’s 

Attendees: Avis Fowler, Henry Garwaithe, Gary Gleeson, Ros Lucy, Pascale Searle, Mike Stacey, Ed Syrett
Apologies: Peter Banwell, Oni Odunze, Norbert Okoye, Heather, Syrett

AGENDA
1. Review of last meeting minutes
2. Review of last meeting actions
3. Polio/crocus event review
5. Report on Meeting at LLTC
6. Lantern Festival update
7. Christmas Tree Festival
8. LBAS Exhibition Preview
9. New Activities - Focus
11. New Actions
12. Date of next meeting


MINUTES
1. [bookmark: _heading=h.xjqbt3cb3cot]Review of last meeting minutes
The last meeting minutes were approved
2. [bookmark: _heading=h.twg9jptz4j7s]Review of last meeting actions
ACTION	LEAD 	STATUS 
Illustrated Dictionaries: Henry to go and speak to schools and see if there would be an interest	Henry 	Henry heard via a parent at Beaudesert School that the PTA gives a Thesaurus when children leave. The Illustrated Dictionary might be an option instead of the Thesaurus. Henry trying to contact the PTA
RotaKids: Henry and Simon to go and visit the school (Rushmere Academy)	Henry	Ongoing - waiting for Simon to arrange 
Contact Barbara Middleton re Toy Boxes bank account - Once received, request Martin to circulate to club members	Pascale 	Received on 08 October. Pascale will circulate 
Ed to meet up with Peter to do a reconnaissance trip for the bulb planting and to meet up with Neil Ellis as well 	Ed	Done
Agree on a final date for the bulb planting 	Ed 	Done - on 05 October
Henry to work on a plan for the Sleep Out initiative	Henry 	Ongoing 
Request for main events for which we help (Carnival, Canal Festival etc.) to be added to the website 	Pascale 	Ongoing - Henry will speak to Richard to see if this could be done. 


3. [bookmark: _heading=h.x83gz5mkgqdh]Polio/crocus event review 
Thank you to Ed for leading the event. The planting took place on 05 October. An article has been published in the Leighton Observer: Leighton Linslade Rotary supporting World Polio Day about the event. 
Ed will speak to Simon to get a sign ready for the crocus bedding when it starts flowering. 

4. Winslow Rotary's "Wrap up" Campaign 
This is now led by Robin. We are not sure who is to identify the charity/ies the donations should be made to. But Leighton Linslade Homeless was one of those mentioned.
5. [bookmark: _heading=h.zd38c9ymx00h]Report on Meeting at LLTC 
Henry and Dick attended the LLTC meeting on 16th of October during which 2026 events were discussed
Here are some notes from Henry:
1) I had a number of comments about how impressed people were with Pascale & Ian’s presentation to the council.
2) they seem to be suggesting that there ought to be an autumn festival of some sort And that maybe we could do the lantern parade then – does fit in with Harvest/Guy Fawkes night/Diwali/Halloween themes.
3) There also seems to be a slight concern that the lantern festival may overtake carols on the High Street – but we said we were doing it as a trial and just wanted to see how the whole thing goes down with the parade itself, and also how the workshops work as a community event.

Henry also mentioned that the Council was wondering if some activities could be planned during the Pride weekend 5-7 June (on the Saturday). Talks about about a mid to late October event were also discussed (Alive after 5)
Action: we will wait to hear from the Council and see if they would like Rotary’s contribution for any future event
6. [bookmark: _heading=h.qaq51omekf3s]Lantern Festival update 
The event is now ready to advertise

The Workshop dates at All Saints Church are as follows:
Saturday 29 November - 10.30 - 4.30 pm 
Saturday 06 December - 10.30 - 4.30 pm
Saturday 13 December - 10 30 - 2.30 pm

There will be another lantern making workshop for Rotarians on Saturday 8th of November at Richard and Helen’s
7. [bookmark: _heading=h.wdmjw4y5lw8g] Christmas Tree Festival
Dates: 21st - 23rd Nov
Theme: Joy, Hope, Peace and Love
Gary confirmed that he had entered the Club

We were debating whether to create a lantern the shape of a Christmas tree. We will have a better idea after the 8th of November lantern workshop. 

If “standard” tree, the following decorations could be used: 
Joy - trumpet
Hope - praying hands 
Peace - dove
Love - hearts

8. [bookmark: _heading=h.4zbuu6w1wbqe]LBAS Exhibition Preview
The LB Arts Society has invited members to the LBAS Exhibition Preview which will take place on Thursday 30th Oct 7.00 - 9.00 at All Saints Church. 

We need to make arrangements for the Members Prize to be given at some point after the exhibition later in Nov or Dec. 
Our Rotary is sponsoring the Members prize rather than giving them £50.
9. [bookmark: _heading=h.lo0lx0b350va] New Activities - Focus 
Project: Leighton Buzzard Got Talent
We decided that we would not have sufficient time this year to prepare for this, especially with a possible final event held at May Fare. 
Project: Sponsored Sleep Out
Investigation going on for this by Henry 
Project: PANTS
Replaced now by Winslow Rotary's "Wrap up" Campaign 
Project: Awards linked to local groups
Pascale to chase Dick Johnson re discussing with LLTC to see if this could be part of their Young Stars Award scheme
Project: Soapbox / Wheelbarrow Race / Sedan Chair Race
We would like to take this project forward and possibly hold it the day of the Carnival, 11th July 2026. The idea of a bed race was proposed
Henry will get in touch with Mark Freeman to check whether such an event would fit with the Carnival
10. AOB
1. We should start planning for the Senior Citizens Tea party. Date pencilled in: Saturday 11 April 2026 at the Scout Hut. Pascale to request booking the Scout Hut from 11.00 am and
Henry to discuss with the Glee choir re their availability 
2. Dave is still waiting to hear from Arnold White regarding the duck platform. New wood would have to be purchased. Dave will work on a budget 
[bookmark: _heading=h.wpcs26l8q8kq]11. New Actions 

ACTION	LEAD 
Circulate to the club the details for the Rotary Toy Box Initiative 	Pascale 
Pascale to chase Dick re speaking to LLTC to see if Awards linked to local groups can be part of their Young Stars Award scheme	Pascale
Ed to speak to Simon to get a sign done for the crocus bedding 	Ed
Henry to report back re meeting with Mark Soccocio for future events	Henry
Pascale to send a message regarding the LBAS Exhibition Preview	Pascale
Henry to contact the Glee Choir to see if they would be available on the 11th of April - Senior Citizens Tea party	Henry
Pascale to book the Scout Hut for the Senior Citizens Tea party on 11th of April 2026	Pascale
Dave Edwards to work on a budget for the duck platform 	Dave
Henry to speak with Mark Freeman re a bed/Sedan chair/wheelbarrow race during next year’s carnival 	Henry


[bookmark: _heading=h.h83soxb3m1i7]12. Date of next meeting
Tuesday 25 November, 7.30 pm at Ed’s house
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