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	Date:  Monday 11th May 2026

	

	Venue: Leighton Buzzard Golf Club
	



	Present: 	 
	Martin A; Steve B; Mike B; Tony; Dave; Avis; Dai; Alex; Dick; Martin K; Alan; Simon; Tom; Syd; Peter P; Richard; Chris; Mike R; Mike S; Ian; Ed; Heather; Giles;  Robin; Gary, Nick, Martin K, Steve L; Mike W; Malcolm; Pascale  

	
	

	Apologies
	Andrew; Colin; Ros; Peter B;  Kuldip; Henry 
Frazer LOA, Jenni LOA, 

	
	

	Guests
	None 

	
	

	Minutes of last meeting and Club Updates
	Birthdays in April  
Syd Pratt-Heaton	May 7 
Michael Birdseye	May 21 
Heather Syrett	May 28 
Andrew White	May 28 
Simon Marshall	May 30

The last set of Business Meeting minutes were approved as being accurate proposed by Steve B, Seconded by Dave E                        .    

	

	



	Treasurer:
	· [bookmark: _Hlk158223246]Both sets of accounts have been circulated, although as some have not received them Mike R agreed to re send, all are in a healthy situation.
· Charity account is as ever variable, but a healthy surplus overall, about £25k which Mike R recommended caution in relation to as things will come up.  
· Gary on Club account – please pay if you have not paid.
· Mike R on the The May Day Fayre, figures are incomplete but as at the moment we are owed a further £1,000 and are making a £200 donation to “TIB’s” dementia trust but otherwise the income stands at £25,556 and outgoings at £13,293 so surplus of £12,262. 
· YWC received donations and stall income of in excess of £1000 at the MDF stall, and YWC has reserves in excess of £22k to cover 2 years outgoings, a good cautious reserve situation.  
· Robin asked for a comparison with prior years, slightly smaller excess than 2025 but more than 2023 and 2024    


	
	

	Committee Updates:
	Finance:  
Tom reported on the Nepal project
Beds Priory Rotary have sent a £100 donation – low but probably fair in relation to their size of club.  Tom presented to Northampton Becket Rotary and due to the nature of their meeting was only allocated an 8 min slot – which did not result in any support.  Tom is presenting to Nene Valley Rotary in June and the financial management plan will shortly be presented to the club board for approval.  
Mike B reported on finance, as in the written report, after which the following proposals were approved.  
Simon to be a bank signatory.
Support for Shelter Box to the extent of £1,000. 
Support for Infinity Cheer leaders to the extent of £500
Support for Defibrillators committee to the extent of £2,000 if needed to be earmarked.
Payment of bill for leaflets designed and arranged by Henry to the extent of £62.77
Next meeting 27th May 7 pm Tom’s office 

Social;  Richard summarised future meetings as stated in his report, the programme is on website  
Next meeting walk 18th May, about 10 involved, please send menu choices to Pascale  by Friday please  feel welcome to come just for the meal if you can’t or don’t want to do the walk.

Bike Ride 22nd June – Martin described it as a 6 ish mile easy ride with no one left behind, about 15 people said they would be interested in either the ride or meal or both so Martin will book Dolphin Stoke Hammond 

Abba Tribute act Windsor Race course 3rd August, which Richard promised would be sunny evening, cost with the benefit of Henry’s daughters family discount about £25 for the evening to include the racing and show and free car parking, show of hands taken and enough were interested to be worth booking. Event will be 5.45 ish to 10.30 ish, we’ll be in the members enclosure and pay for your own food and drink. 

Handover – members will be asked to provide a salad or a pudding and the barbeque will be run by the usual BBQ team

Youth, Community & International 
Pascale summarised her  report as circulated. 
The carnival 11th July will need support to man the closure of Grove Road and also to look after a membership stall in the Rec.   There will be about four sedan chairs participating in the carnival, final numbers for participation to be taken at July business meeting.  A show of hands was taken to establish if enough volunteers for a rotary carnival float – there are enough so agreed to proceed.

Canal festival 25th July – a rota is being sent out nearer the time and members will be asked to volunteer for either or both but only an hour at each activity.  We may sell leftover MDF soft drinks or possibly Pimms at the canal festival 

May Day Fayre:  Dick reported and thanked all for their efforts and good work, all went smoothly and no problems.  The MDF committee led by Dick will arrange a full review of all MDF structures and report in due course.
Highlights of the day include Infinity All Stars Arena Show and a good clean high street after the show, and no complaints.
Martin K referred to the social media side of things, a lot of photo’s were put out and we had about 30,000 views of the socials, basically people like looking at photo’s of themselves and their family.  The Scooter club also let to a lot of publicity for us. 
The High Sherrif and David Bligh all did their bit and were impressed by the footfall.   It was a good idea to pay for leaflet distribution in the new eastern areas of the town, good feedback from that area.
President Chris thanked all for their good work.  


Membership & FOR:  

Report from Henry as read out by the Secretary 

I hope that everybody appreciated the work of the new “Friends of Rotary“ at the May Day Fayre. Graham Arnold and Gordon Mead, as previously, provided very useful resource on the setup and with the Engagement Team all day. Mike Gallie and Paul Donaghy also helped with the Engagement Team and some of the clear up. They both enjoyed the day and provided really useful additional resource. I am continuing to pursue another couple of opportunities for new FoRs and Will update the club with details of progress at the next business meeting.

I have also continued discussions with the potential new member of Rotary, although both she and I have been fairly busy. Me with existing Rotary activities, and her with family holidays as well as work. Both she and her daughter enjoyed the MDF – her daughter was part of the Pulford School Maypole dance team and she was there to support her. I was hoping to catch up with her at the event, but was unfortunately unable to.  She does at least now have a very good idea of one of the key events that we run through the year. Again, I look forward to providing an update at the next business meeting. 

PICT:  
The social media is all doing well, about 4000 people following the club and congratulations on Alex’s arranging the branded gazebo’s and equipment with enhanced the professional look of the club stall 

Yes We Can
Notes have been circulated – a highlight is Elliot Galbraith an Otters swimmer and YWC footballer who won the Sporting Sensation prize from the town council including a £50 voucher – he swam 1000 lengths of Tiddenfoot Pool over a period of some weeks which is a great achievement and raised about £1000 sponsorship for this 
The EA team have made YWC their “community champions” with some free use of the leisure centre and good publicity 
Dick mentioned Richard Head the YWC football coach who is doing four separate Ultra Marathons this year ending with a 100 mile event in Wales all for YWC sponsorship.
OMM solicitors continue to sponsor Hockey and the awards festival for YWC and do much more in publicity for YWC. 
Henry will shortly do a briefing note on the subject of club use of Comms such as WhatsApp, and there will shortly be a comms team meeting to progress the shirts issues   

Neighbourhood Defibrillator 
President Chris reported that there were 4 leads to follow up after the may day fayre and also after handover Chris will spend more time on the defib project now the proof of concept is set up.  


	
	

	A.O.B.
	· None.
· The meeting finished at 9.33 pm.

	D.O.N.M.
	· Next business meeting Monday 1st June 2026 – sit down at 7.30.
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